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FB1 and CIA Agonts Probe Jonn

Calls to Xansas

WASHINGTON b--The
¥BI and the Central Intel-
ligence Agency are look-
ing into a case involving
telephone calls last sum-
mer by a "John Smith"
who told a Kansas Cily
trade magazine details of
grain. transactions be-
. tween the United States
and Russia.

Qfficials of the Milling &
Bakinz News said Thurs-
day thal [ederal Jagents
had interviewed the maga-
zine's coditor, Morton Sos-

“land, a few davs before he
published an account of

Smith's ealls on Oct, 3

The FBI also has inter-
viewed at least one news-
man here who has covered
_ the U.S.-Soviet grain deal,

The agents discussed
Smith and the ealls made
to Kansas City,

81 Billion in Sales

About $1 billion worth of
U.S, grain, mostly wheat,
was sold to the Russians
this year. Sen. George S,
McGovern and others
‘have said the \griculture
Department withheld in-
formation frora farmers,
causing some 1o sell grain
at lower prices whoen they
could have waited until
the market went up he-
cause of the huge sales.-

The Milling & Baking
News is a weekly mag-
azine that circulates main-
Iv (o the grain trade and
allied inferests. Sosland
was out of town il not
available for conument.

However, two ofricials of
the magazine who asked
not to be identiticd =aid in
a telephone interview that
a CIA agent had visited
Sozland once beiore publi-
cation of the article and
that FI3T agents had 1 )rscn
in‘the office_"seve

N m

ter

Smith's
City Trade Magazine

According to Sosland's
article, telephone callz
wave received from 2 man
who initially identified
himzelt as "John Smith" of

the [ ondon Fnancial
Time
Lntcr, alter Soslan d

found the London newspa-
per employed no such cor-
respondent, Smith said he
was an international grain
spy.

The calls began on July
17, before the size of the
U.S. wheat sales became
generally known, For
nearly a month in succes-

sive calls, Sosland said,
Sinith ]noxlde(l tips pomt-
ing 1o much larger sales
than an vone publicly
knew at the timo.

Pucinski's Charges

Sosland said he did not
publish Smith's tips then
because they seemed fan-
tastic. As delails of the
wheat deals became
known generally in early
Auvgust, however, rauch of
the caller's  information
was verified,

A week azo, Rep. Roman
€. Pucinski (D-I11) said
the calls possibly were
made by an \gucultmc
D epartment emo ove
"with a conscience whao
decided (o inform the pub-
lie by contact mgr the Kan-
sas City magazine.

Pucinskd, whoe is secking
the Sonate seat held h\

Charles H. Percy (R- 1)
alzo said the department
held back earlier veports
by the CIA indicating se-
rious crop r}h(‘l'.’l?C) in
Russin and pointing to a
large wheat sale by the
United States,

Thove allegationz have
been denfed by depart-
ment officials, No one in
the ageney, they said,
knew the scope of the
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ta the private grain (rade

by woverm went cuplo ‘"".
The IF31 checked Wed-

neaday with Reginald

\dt\.:. (Jlllf \\"*11]1'1 .()
commeoedities gpe 3 Sor
Peuters, the British nows
agency.

Vatts said two

inforviewed him at le
and showed consider
interest in the bae
of the orain sales
the information reluyed
Smith,
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davz, no inzide tips wete pasced



